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2017 Policy Address Highlights

Re-industrialisation | R&D | HKSTP
●

To develop a Hong Kong/Shenzhen Innovation and Technology Park in
the Lok Ma Chau Loop. (54)

●

To request the University Grants Committee (UGC) to complete the review
on the allocation of research grants within one year, and expand the
assessment criteria to include research impact and effectiveness of
knowledge and technology transfer. (57)

●

The Government will also request, through the UGC, all universities to refine
their knowledge and technology transfer plans within six months and
strengthen the role of their knowledge transfer offices in co-ordinating and
commercialising research outputs.(58)
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Re-industrialisation | R&D | HKSTP
●

HKSTP to construct an InnoCell adjacent to the Science Park. InnoCell will provide
residential units with flexible design and ancillary facilities, such as shared working
spaces, for leasing to staff of the incubatees and start-ups in the Science Park. It will
also be open to scientific research personnel from outside Hong Kong who work for
other companies in the park. (63)

●

The Government will establish an Inno Space with the Hong Kong Productivity Council
to facilitate the sharing of practical technologies and skills to promote the
translation of innovative and technological ideas into industrial designs or products, and
support a start-up culture and re-industrialisation.(67)

●

The Government will continue to implement incentive measures to encourage the
private owners of eligible industrial buildings to convert them into data centres and
further streamline the procedures for issuing waivers for such purpose. (72)
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Smart City
●

The Government is striving to promote the establishment of a Common Spatial Data
Infrastructure (CSDI) to provide government departments as well as public and private
organisations with an information infrastructure to share spatial data, support various smart
city applications, and support the smart city blueprint of the ITB. The Development Bureau is
commissioning a strategic study on the development of CSDI. (70)

●

The Government has earmarked $500 million for the ITB to assist government departments
in using technology to enhance the quality of public services. (74)

●

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department will develop a new intelligent booking
system for more efficient booking and enrolment services. (222)

●

The Government will commence work on the second stage of the Electronic Health Record
Sharing System, mainly including enhancement of the system’s core functions, stepping up
security and privacy protection measures and further expansion of the scope of data sharing.
(238)
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Fintech | Cyber Security | Privacy
●

To promote the development of Fintech, the sector as well as research
institutions and regulatory authorities are actively studying a number of
projects on cyber security and “Blockchain”, and building a pool of
talent. (20)

●

The government will launch consultation on regulating the person-to-person
marketing calls in the telecommunications sector.
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Adoption of technology
●

The Government will actively seek to require consultants and contractors to use the
Building Information Modelling technology when undertaking design of major
government capital works projects from next year onwards which it will allow
construction professionals to carry out design and construction works in a virtual
environment modelling technology. (130)

●

The Construction Industry Council will set up an innovation and technology
application centre to provide a platform for introducing innovative technologies into the
industry to enhance productivity. (131)

●

To strengthen the gate-keeping function of our food safety system, the Centre for Food
Safety will continue to improve existing food import control and food surveillance efforts
through such measures as increasing manpower and enhancing information technology
management systems. (253)
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Nurturing talents
●

The Government will inject an additional $1.5 billion into the Continuing
Education Fund to encourage the public to pursue continuing education.
(203)

●

Regularise the Study Subsidy Scheme for Designated Professions/Sectors
from the 2018/19 academic year to subsidise students to undertake
designated self-financing undergraduate programmes. The number of
subsidised places will be increased from about 1 000 per cohort to 3 000.
(213)
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